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The fifth regular meeting of the 2000-2003 CIM Executive Committee began at 9:00 a.m.  The Hon. Indranie Chandarpal, President of the CIM, welcomed the participants.  She offered the floor to the Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS, Ambassador Roger Noriega, who proceeded to announce the candidacy of the Principal Delegate of the United States for the CIM Executive Committee for the 2002-2004 term.  The President then addressed the meeting.  The statements made have been published as documents CIM/CD/doc.54/02 and CIM/CD/doc.55/02, respectively.


Once the opening session was over, after a brief recess, the provisional agenda (CIM/CD/doc.46/02) was submitted to the delegates for their consideration, and was adopted without changes.

1. Adoption of the Summary Minutes of the Fourth Regular Meeting

The (Provisional) Summary Minutes of the Fourth Regular Meeting, CIM/CD/doc.45/01, were considered and adopted without changes (Decision No. 1).

2. Report on CIM Activities:  Reports of the President and the Executive Secretary

The Report on CIM Activities (CIM/CD/doc.47/02) was submitted for consideration.  The Executive Secretary presented a summary of the activities carried out since the last meeting of the Executive Committee. She highlighted the SEPIA II Meeting on Gender and Justice; the initiation of the gender mainstreaming project at the OAS; the Caribbean Subregional Meeting on Violence in the Americas; the culmination of the first phase of the project on trafficking in women and children in the Americas for purposes of sexual exploitation; and the preparations for the thirty-first meeting of the Assembly of Delegates.  She also referred to her participation in the Twelfth World Summit on Women, in Barcelona, Spain, together with the principal delegates of Canada, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, and Panama.  She announced that the CIM was working with the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy on a forum on women and democracy, to be held in September, and that she had met with experts from the Gender Program of the Communications and Technology Unit of the Inter-American Development Bank to look into possible joint activities.  The Permanent Secretariat contacted the Principal Delegate of Jamaica, who has submitted a proposal to the IDB, now under study, on a training program for microbusinesses with the IDB Unit.

The President reported on her participation in the thirty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly, held in Barbados in June, where she spoke about CIM activities at the General Committee meeting.  She said that she was very pleased at the unprecedented situation of having both the Assembly and the General Committee chaired by women, i.e., the Hon. Billie Miller, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Deputy Prime Minister of Barbados, and Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, respectively.   She stressed the importance of attending those meetings and of making the CIM’s voice heard at the plenary session of the Assembly.

She referred to the need to continue giving greater visibility to the CIM and added that the 75th anniversary not only offered an opportunity for increased visibility but also provided an excellent occasion to analyze the new challenges and the new role of the Commission, especially in developing proposals that would give it greater political weight in the OAS. 

3. Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish, and Eradicate Violence Against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”

The President opened discussion on agenda item 3, Convention of Belém do Pará:  Report of the Meeting of Experts of the Caribbean Subregion (CIM/CD/doc.48/02).  She began by presenting a summary of that meeting, held in Guyana on June 21 and 22, 2002, with the support of CIDA and ECLAC and the participation of 12 OAS member states, as well as representatives of CAFRA, CARICOM, UNDP, and UNIFEM.  

The President offered the floor to delegates to begin a lengthy exchange of information on the status of implementation of the Convention in the countries.  She indicated that the results of the subregional meetings should also be used to systematize the way in which countries presented follow-up reports on the Convention.  The Mexican delegation reported that the Women’s Institute in that country was working on a study to define a mechanism for follow-up on the Convention, which would be presented at the meeting of the CIM Assembly of Delegates next October.  The President pointed out that the results of the subregional meetings would be presented at the Assembly meeting, so that it could determine the steps to take.

Upon concluding discussion of the topic, Agreement No. 5 was adopted, urging principal delegates in charge of secretariats pro tempore for follow-up to subregional meetings of experts on violence (Ecuador, Panama, and Uruguay) to forward to the CIM Permanent Secretariat, as soon as possible, the report requested by the Executive Committee at its fourth regular meeting regarding the activities carried out in the regions in this area, including contributions of civil society, if possible.

4. Study on Trafficking in Women and Children in the Americas for Sexual Exploitation:  Status of the CIM/OAS Project

The Executive Committee discussed agenda item 4, on the status of the project on “Trafficking in Women and Children in the Americas for Sexual Exploitation,” initiated in 2000.  Consultant Laura Langberg, coordinator of the project, reported that final reports on the research conducted in Brazil and Central America were already available.  She gave a detailed oral presentation of the research, the results, and the conclusions reached, including the methodology and concepts used, the characteristics of persons and environments that facilitated such trafficking, and the tolerance of sexual exploitation that had contributed to the dramatic increase in that crime. 



At the end of the presentation, the Executive Committee congratulated the Permanent Secretariat and Ms. Langberg for their excellent work.  Strategies for dealing with the problem were proposed during an exchange of views.  The Executive Secretary was asked to forward to the principal delegates, prior to the meeting of the CIM Assembly of Delegates, an executive summary of the findings of the project on trafficking in women and children in the Americas for sexual exploitation, with proposals for action, so that comments could be prepared for that event (Agreement No.7). 


The Executive Secretary was further requested to work with the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Travel Congress to draft a resolution on sex tourism in the Hemisphere, incorporating a gender perspective, for consideration and adoption by the Inter-American Travel Congress, to be held in the Dominican Republic from September 23 to 26, 2002 (Agreement No. 8).
5. Inter-American Program on the Promotion of  Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (PIA)


The Executive Secretary reported to the Executive Committee on action taken to implement the PIA.  She gave an oral progress report on the gender mainstreaming project at the OAS, developed with the support of CIDA.  She said the Secretary General had expressed his commitment to this project, and that training of staff would begin in the last quarter of the year and continue in 2003, both at headquarters and in the national offices.


Delegates stated that mainstreaming the gender perspective in policies and programs was relatively new, and many people did not know what it meant.  Some delegations indicated that their countries had begun programs and strategies to make gender a cross-cutting issue in their institutions.  Panama reported that it had developed indicators in this area. 


The Executive Secretary then turned to the SEPIA I and II meetings, which were designed to incorporate the gender perspective into the labor and justice ministerial meetings, respectively.  She reported that in the context of SEPIA I, on gender and labor, she had participated in the April technical follow-up meeting on the 12th Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (XII CIMT), held in the Dominican Republic, where information had been requested on best practices developed in countries to mainstream the gender perspective in the labor sector.  She indicated that preliminary research had shown a lack of information on the subject, and she asked delegates for their support in obtaining the required data.  She also reported that, at the invitation of CARICOM, she had attended the International Labor Organization (ILO) meeting of Caribbean Labor Ministers, held in Barbados, also in April 2002.

As for the SEPIA II meeting, on gender and justice, held just prior to the present meeting, the Executive Committee had reviewed the final document and adopted Agreement No. 4, requesting the President to forward letters along with the recommendations adopted at SEPIA II to the Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas with competence in this area, and to specialized organizations, permanent missions, principal delegates to the CIM, and all the meeting participants, and to call for prompt implementation of those recommendations.   At the same time, the decision was made to forward a note to the OAS Secretary General, along with that document, asking him to arrange for the CIM to participate as a technical adviser on gender issues in activities of the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms in follow-up to the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers of Attorneys General of the Americas. 

6. 
Budgetary Execution  as of July 30, 2002
Budgetary execution as of July 30, 2002, reported in document CIM/CD/doc.50/02, was submitted for consideration and approved (Agreement No. 2).  

7. Preparations for the 31st regular meeting of the Assembly of Delegates, November 2002

Ambassador Ramón Quiñones, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, addressed the Executive Committee to convey his country’s pleasure at hosting the CIM Assembly of Delegates and to reaffirm his interest in supporting the preparatory process, both personally and through his Mission.  

The President thanked the Ambassador for his support and submitted to the Executive Committee the draft agenda of the Assembly meeting.  Agreement No. 3 was adopted, approving the agenda with the proposed amendments.

8.   Resolutions of the thirty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly of interest to the CIM
Document CIM/CD/doc.53/02, “Declarations and Resolutions of Interest to the CIM, Adopted by the General Assembly at Its Thirty-second Regular Session,” was presented to the Executive Committee for its information, together with the resolutions that will affect the work of the CIM in the next biennium.

9.   Other Business

Special Guests: 


Ambassador Harriet Babbitt, former Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS and present director of the Washington office of Women Waging Peace, a nongovernmental organization, addressed the Executive Committee to report on the objectives of that organization and its work to promote the women’s participation in peace processes and to support compliance with United Nations Resolution 1325.


In concluding, she requested the CIM’s support in promoting the issue of women, peace, and security in the Hemisphere.  An lively exchange of views took place, in which principal delegates expressed appreciation for the information on Resolution 1325, commented on experiences in this area in their countries, and expressed a keen interest in promoting the women’s presence in peace and security processes in the region and in incorporating the gender perspective in those processes.


The Mexican delegation indicated that the PIA was an ideal instrument to put Resolution 1325 into practice, and reported on the Special Conference on Hemispheric Security, to be held in Mexico in May 2003.  She noted that the CIM should find a way to include a gender perspective in the preparatory work for that conference.  Agreement No. 6 was adopted, requesting the President to send a note to Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, urging him to invite the CIM to the follow-up meetings of that Committee, so that it might advise on incorporating a gender perspective in the areas deemed relevant.  In this decision, the CIM principal delegates were also asked to forward their views on this subject to the Permanent Secretariat for transmittal to the Committee on Hemispheric Security.



Ms. Joan Caivano, Director of Special Projects and Assistant to the President of the Inter-American Dialogue, presented the results of ongoing research on women’s participation in high-level positions in the area of international affairs and how their presence influenced decision-making.  She said that, although today there were more women in such positions than ever before, the figures were not overly encouraging.  However, the growing flexibility of organizations, and the comparative advantages of having women in important posts were working to promote change in organizational cultures.  She indicated that women contributed a more integral approach to decision-making and were better listeners, and that these factors had a positive impact on the process.  The President thanked Ms. Caivano for her presentation and opened the floor to the delegates, who commented on the need for women leaders to promote female leadership.  They also said that efforts to appoint women to high positions should be continued both at the OAS and in member countries.

Principal Delegates


The Principal Delegate of Venezuela presented a document entitled “Venezuelan Women in Support of the Bolivarian Constitution” to the Executive Committee.  She said that the Constitution adopted in 1999 in her country had given women a leading role in building a more just society, and represented long years of struggle for an instrument that would promote, encourage, and further the organization of women’s movements in all sectors.  She went on to announce that a Ministry of Communications and Information was being established in Venezuela, and that she had been appointed to head that Ministry.

The delegates warmly congratulated the Principal Delegate of Venezuela on her appointment, which they regarded as extremely important in changing attitudes and cultural trends, and they wished her the best of success in her new post.

The Principal Delegate of Nicaragua took that opportunity to invite all the participants to a meeting, to be held in her country, on poverty reduction, at which the issue of national budgets with a gender perspective would be discussed.  She also reported on a meeting on national women’s mechanisms to strengthen Central American integration, to be held on September 27 in Nicaragua.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m. on August 2.

AGREEMENTS
Agreement No. 1
Adopt the Minutes of the Fourth Regular Meeting of the Executive Committee (CIM/CD/doc.45/01).

Agreement No. 2
Approve Budgetary Execution as of July 30, 2002 (CIM/CD/doc.50/02).

Agreement No. 3
Approve the following draft agenda for the 31st regular meeting of the CIM Assembly of Delegates, to be sent to the governments of the member states and to the OAS Permanent Council for its information:
31st REGULAR SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE CIM

Punta Cana, Dominican Republic

October 29-31, 2002

DRAFT AGENDA
Dialogue of Heads of Delegation

I.
Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its thirtieth regular session. Measures for action

II. Summit of the Americas – Follow-up

Women, free trade, and the economic integration process

III. Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States
a) General proposals

b) Place, date, and agenda items

IV. Women and human rights

a) Follow-up on the Convention of Belém do Pará.  Results of the subregional meetings of experts.  Strategies to be followed
b) Establishment of a follow-up mechanism for the Convention of Belém do Pará.

c)

Trafficking in women and children.  Research results and follow-up action

1. Adoption of the agenda
2. Consideration of reports

a) Report of the President and the Executive Committee

b) Report of the Executive Secretary

c) National reports and reports of specialized organizations of the inter-American and United Nations systems

d) Report of the Credentials Committee

3. Election of CIM officers

a) Election of the president

b) Election of the vice president

c) Election of the five member states to make up the Executive Committee for the 2002-2004 term

4. CIM’s 2002-2004 Biennial Work Program

5. Relations with other international and nongovernmental organizations and projects to be carried out during the upcoming biennium

6. Amendment of the procedures for preparing national reports of delegates to the CIM Assembly of Delegates

7. Meetings of the Executive Committee during the 2002-2004 term

8. Place and date of the thirty-second regular meeting of the Assembly of Delegates

9. Other business

Agreement No. 4 
Request the President to forward notes, along with the recommendations adopted at SEPIA II, to the Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas with competence in this area, and to specialized organizations, permanent missions, principal delegates to the CIM, and all the meeting participants, calling for prompt implementation of those recommendations.


At the same time, forward a note to the OAS Secretary General, along with that document, asking him to arrange for the CIM to participate as a technical adviser on gender issues in activities of the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms in follow-up to the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers of Attorneys General of the Americas. 

Agreement No. 5
Urge principal delegates in charge of secretariats pro tempore for follow-up to subregional meetings of experts on violence (Ecuador, Panama, and Uruguay) to forward to the CIM Permanent Secretariat, as soon as possible, the report requested by the Executive Committee at its fourth regular meeting regarding the activities carried out in the regions in this area, including contributions from civil society, if possible.

Agreement No. 6
Request the President to send a note to Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, requesting him to invite the CIM to the follow-up meetings of that Committee as an adviser on gender mainstreaming in the areas deemed relevant.

Also ask the CIM principal delegates to forward their views on this subject to the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM for transmittal to the Committee on Hemispheric Security.
 Agreement No. 7
Request the Executive Secretary, prior to the CIM Assembly of Delegates, to send to the principal delegates an executive summary of the results of the project on trafficking in women and children in the Americas for sexual exploitation, with proposals for action, to enable them to prepare their comments for the Assembly meeting.

Agreement No. 8
Request the Executive Secretariat, with the support of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Travel Congress, to prepare a draft resolution on sex tourism in the Hemisphere, incorporating a gender perspective, for consideration and adoption at the Inter-American Travel Congress, to be held in the Dominican Republic from September 23 to 26, 2002.
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